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s time together going around YVientane.

“1 had been filing quite relentlesshy from there lor
come weeks” Alderman told me, recalling those davs, 7l
had. of course, heard of him. As [ recall, he said that he
was finishing up & major Vietnam picce and then intencded
tex turn his attention to Laos, But I'm not sure o 1
rense that attention was, Mast of the time, as | e all, he
spent trying o score the finest weed ever produccd on
the planet,’ and he seemed to be quite successful.

“ap the me, Vientiane was very much an open ity
The bar girls stll plied their trade nightly at the White
Rise which Peter Kann [a Pl Street Jowrned reporier| and
1 closed up some weeks later, the girls poing across the
civer to Thailand the next morning, really marking the
end of the Rovalist vegime in Laos and the ar rival in
poswer of the Pachet Lac. For a price, and Hunter did
s gquite {Tush at thee time, there was very litthe that was
oot ohtainable. Then, as 1 recall, Hunter vamshed as
sucdenly and mysteriously as he ar rived,”

In May, 1973, only a fow weeks atter [hompson

departed, the Vientiane government fell vo thee Pathet Lao. |
| Ray Flaneric i @ nier o b fives i Chimng Maz, Tharlaned.

[he communists isolated the eountry from the Wiest and

fhe

tens of thousands of Laotians and ethnic group members
were 4ent o prisons and pe-cdueation camps.

O all the American writers of his FENeTALion,
Thompson secmed somehow to fit in Laos' henighted
strangeness, gentlencss and beauty, He saw its final clays,
when the country had so Tittle—only its simplicity and lost
s mnuch.

Thompson cespised and raged against dark forces
wherever he Tound them, To the folloaving decacles,
repression ruled in Laos, but a few things staved the same,
The et morning, as [ventared out at the Lan Xang, 1
learned that drugs, a3 always, were evervwhere in
Vientiane, in spite ol the Clpmiminist government or
mavhe Because of 1t

The taxi driver turned arvoune, R RTHITREA

Sy want ganjal

“No ganja,” | said. “Too dizev.”

He nodded, appearing o understand.

“Opium?” he asked. @




